THE   STRUGGLE  FOR EXISTENCE
which was then set on fire, and the occupants burnt alive.
A small child that managed to crawl under the door of the
blazing building was piked by a rebel, and thrown back
into the flames.
The rebellion was crushed on June 2ist, when General
Lake routed the insurgents at Vinegar Hill, and for some
months afterwards a terrible vengeance was taken by the
victors for the atrocities committed by the vanquished.
At the same time, it is to be noted that the conflict was
very largely in the nature of a civil war, for relatively few
English soldiers were engaged. Hardly had the rising
been suppressed than a detachment of French troops,
under the command of General Humbert, landed at
Killala in Mayo, and after occupying Ballina, defeated
the British forces at Castlebar. The French were dis-
appointed in finding that the rebellion was at an end,
and after another victory at Collooney, they surrendered
at Ballinamuck, near Granard in County Longford. The
effect of these events upon the English people was con-
siderable, and the impression they created was that
Ireland would continue to be a danger until there was a
legislative union between her and the other two kingdoms.
Accordingly, in 1800 the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland came into being, and the opportunity
was taken to drop the title "King of France" which had
been used since the days of Edward III. As George III
was in theory the ally of Louis XVIII against Republican
France it was felt that the retention of the old formula
would be invidious, and since that time all reference to
the ancient claim to the throne of France has been
omitted, save for the fleurs-de-lys which appear on the
uniforms of the drummers of the Guards.
Thus, as on so many other occasions in her history,
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